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ESSAY - INTERVIEWS
MOST ILLUSTRIOUS ALUMNI OF THE SCHOOL OF MEDICINE, UNIVERSITY OF
ZAGREB, ZAGREB, CROATIA
Dear Readers,
In the issue 544=52-53 of our periodical, RAD HAZU – Medical Sciences, we introduced a new
feature entitled ESSAY – INTERVIEWS „Corresponding Members of Croatian Academy of Sciences and
Arts, Department of Medical Sciences “. For the issues 54-55 and the present issues 56-57 of our journal
we decided to expand the scope of that series and include interviews with other internationally known
alumni of the School of Medicine, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, so that we could profile even those
alumni who are not Corresponding Members of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and Arts. This
change of venue required us to change also the title of this series of interviews, and rename it in Latin
Illustrissimi alumni Facultatis Medicae Zagrabiensis. The same interviews, translated into Croatian
will be published on the electronic web site of the Medical Faculty mef.hr.
Dr. Ivan Damjanov, Emeritus Professor of Pathology, The University of Kansas School of Medicine,
Kansas City, USA, who is also a Corresponding Member of the Croatian Academy of Sciences and
Arts agreed to continue conducting these interviews. Like the initial interviews those in the present
volume are produced under the same Latin title in cooperation with the editors of “mef.hr”, the official
website of the School of Medicine, University of Zagreb. The preface to the initial series of interviews
is reprinted here for historical reasons and to show that the main goals and intentions for this series
remain the same despite the changes of the title of the series
Marko Pećina
========================
The preface in the Issue 544=52-53
The present series was conceived as a set of informally recorded conversations with the best-known and
internationally recognized graduates of the School of Medicine, University of Zagreb. The English version of these interviews is now being published by HAZU to make them accessible to a wider readership, including all those who do not understand or read Croatian.
The primary goal of this series of dialogues in RAD HAZU is to present and recognize the outstanding
alumni of the School of Medicine University of Zagreb, Zagreb,Croatia. We hope that our readers will
enjoy reading about the memorable events in the lives of these physician-scientists, their achievements,
and scientific contributions that made them famous worldwide.
The emphasis of these discourses will be on the human side of science and medicine. Our goal was to
give the interviewees a chance to reminisce about their trials and tribulations as well the happiness and
fun they experienced in their lives. In other words, the objective of the interviews is and will be to give
our esteemed interlocutors an opportunity to tell their life story in their own words and show us “how
they did it” while still keeping their personal and professional lives in balance.
Finally, it’s a good time to remind you, our readers, of the Latin saying “verba volant scripta manent”,
which justifies publishing so many written words that otherwise would have been forgotten. By producing these pieces, our purpose was to preserve the informal records of the lives and work of featured
physician-scientists; and by transforming their verbal testimonials into written documents, leave a
permanent trace of their activities for future generations in the archives of HAZU.
Marko Pećina
Ivan Damjanov
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